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the coal ships contributed to the strength of the navy, and
made " very good men-of-war, as the nation found in all
the late wars with the Dutch " *. Yet it was proof of the
importance of the coal trade that, even in time of war,
sailors employed in * colliers ' 2 were given protection from
impressment3, though their immunity was not always re-
spected in practice 4. The volume of shipping engaged in the
coal trade accounted for a large proportion of the mercantile
marine40. In 1615 it was estimated that two hundred vessels
served London, and an equal number the coast towns 5 ;
while in 1626 the Bishop of Durham alluded to " the multi-
tude of ships which are maintained by these coals " 6. A
century later the number of ships had grown to over one
thousand, of which four hundred traded to London; and
they had increased in size, for few ships of less than two
hundred tons burden and a crew of nine or ten men now
made the voyage to London7. Each ship performed several
voyages in the year, the number varying between seven and
ten8.
The size of the undertaking varied greatly, not only at
different periods, but in different parts of the country.
There is evidence, however, to show that coal-mining must
generally have involved the disbursement of large sums;
and even in the seventeenth century the amount of capital
required was often considerable. In the reign of James I.
we hear of a colliery at Bedworth which was said to employ
a numerous body of workpeople9, but sometimes the number
1 Coke, Treatise {1675), iv. in.
a The term ' collier' was applied to : (i) charcoal burners (cl Roberts,
Social History of the Southern Counties, 350) ; (2) mineral coal workers ;
and (3) coal vessels,
3 Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i, No. 3416 (1665); State
Papers Domestic, 1664—1665, p. 359.
 *	Hist. MSS. Comm. Egmont, ii. 28.
** Cl infra. Appendix, p. 484, No. 4.
 *	Kayll, The Trades Increase (1615), 10.
« House of Lords Journals, iii. 547. Petty estimated (c. 1671) that
"the shipping trading to Newcastle" was "now about eighty thousand
tons " : Economic Writings* i. 304.
7 House of Commons Journals, xxi. 372, 516-517 (1730). The ships
aTcraged each 220 London chaldrons a voyage : ibid. xxi. 517,
1 Ib*<*> xxi- 372. 5*51 xxiii. 495; xxx. 542. Infra, Appendix, p. 484, No. 5.
1 State Papers Domestic* 1619-1623, p. 459.

